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LETTING THE GENII 


ENII_ HAVE always had a kind of 

fascination for me—ever since I was 
a kid reading the Arabian Nights. I 
used to be terrified and gratified by the 
evil and good genii that rose so mysteri- 
ously from jars of oil, lamps, or mate- 
rialized out of thin air. 


Sarah and I were talking about it just 
the other night when Jim—that’s our 
grandson—announced he was going to 
have a part in a school production of 
Aladdin’s Lamp. 


Remember how the genii used to roar 
and thunder, sometimes, wreaking de- 
struction for the ill-fated one who in- 
curred their displeasure? 


I wonder, just between you and me, if 
there isn’t a kind of genii bottled up in 
those dry cleaners—the ones with a 
naphtha or similar base. If you treat 
him right, he’ll do wonders for you. 
Your clothes will come out good as new. 
But if you don’t, he travels in all his 
fury in an invisible cloud and destroys 
everything in his wake. 

Sarah pointed out to me that when 
you pour the fluid out into a pan to 
clean or onto a piece of material, you 
are “letting the genii out of the bottle.” 
The fumes accumulate and spread—un- 
seen—until suddenly the genii bursts 
forth in explosive violence—touched off 
by a spark. 


LOOSE 


Some of us, hoping for good effects, 
play at chance with the evil effects of 
flammable liquids. Wouldn’t it be better 
not to chance the unforeseen? They can 
be touched off by something as chance 
as a spark of static electricity for in- 
stance. And, of course, forgotten pilot 
lights, a lighted match or cigarette can 
also do the trick. 

There’s another kind of genii which 
works more slowly, more mysteriously, 
but with, sometimes, disastrous results. 
He’s the kind that does what Jim calls 
a “slow burn.” This fellow may be 
quiescent for weeks, just waiting for the 
right moment when everything is work- 
ing together to produce that first spark. 
This genii lives in piles of oily rags and 
starts off with what we call spontaneous 
ignition, gradually working up to a little 
fire—and if he isn’t discovered in time 
—to a big fire. 

Well, talking about it isn’t enough. 
So, we’re sending our dry cleaning out 
from now on—it’s the safest way. And 
I spent a half hour or so last night 
gathering up old rags in the garage, 
basement, kitchen, cleaning closet, even 
the attic. Most of them have been tossed 
out. The ones Sarah needs are carefully 
stored in a closed metal container. 

We're not going to let the genii loose 
in our house! 

—Safety Sam 

















ROGERS, chairman, Home 

Safety Conference, N.S.C., has  an- 
nounced the appointment of three vice- 
chairmen for the Conference to head up the 
divisions which were established at the 
annual meeting last October. 

Mrs. Fred Knight is our new vice-chair- 
man for the division of community service 
groups. Leonard G. Haeger is vice-chairman, 
home building and equipment division; 
and George M. Wheatley, M.D., vice-chair- 
man, health and medical division. 


R. TYLER S. 


Mrs. Knight, chairman, committee on 
safety, National Congress of Parents and 
Teachers, represents that body on the Home, 
School and College, and Traffic Conferences 
as well as on the Board of Judges for the 
National School Safety Honor Roll. 


She has also been on the executive com- 


Top left: Mrs. 
division of community service groups, Home 
Safety Conference; top right: Leonard G. 
Haeger, vice-chairman, home building and 
equipment division; bottom: George M. Wheat- 
ley, M.D., vice-president, health and medical 
division of the Conference. 
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Fred Knight, vice-chairman, 


mittee, National Committee on _ Traffic 
Safety, the Board of Judges for the Fourth 
Annual Driver Education Award Program, 
and a member of the committee for organ- 
ized public support and of the committee 

on uniform traffic laws and ordinanced 
President’s Highway Safety Conference. 

Mr. Haeger, building materials expediter, 
National Association of Home Builders, is 
one of the nation’s foremost experts on 
design, construction and building materials. 
He holds a masters degree in architectural 
engineering from Washington University, 
St. Louis, and is a member of the American 
Institute of Architects. Prior to his associa- 
tion with the NAHB, Mr. Haeger was 
assistant research director, Housing and 
Home Finance Agency. 

Dr. Wheatley is third vice-president, 
health and welfare, Metropolitan Life In- 
surance Company. He is a member of the 
Board of Directors of the National Safety 
Council, chairman of the committee on 
accident prevention, American Academy of 
Pediatrics, as well as a fellow of the latter 
and of the American Medical Associatio 
and American Public Health Associatio 
He holds a medical degree from Harvard 
Medical School and a master of public 
health from Columbia and is a diplomate in 
the American Board of Pediatrics and the 
American Board of Preventive Medicine 


and Public Health. 
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BELL TEL RINGS UP 


A Merit Award 
Winning Program 


Ned H. Dearborn (right) pre- 
sents Merit Award Certificate 
to C. F. Curtiss, plant super- 
visor, training and safety, Illi- 





nois Bell Teleph Company. 
The Chicago area plant of th 
teleph won the 





P pany 
award for an excellent home 
safety program in 1951. 


HE CHICAGO AREA plant department, IIli- 
nois Bell Telephone Company, rang up 
a Merit Award last year for its off-the-job 
program which achieved a nine per cent 
decrease in non-occupational accidents com- 
pared to the preceding twelve months. 
Mr. C. F. Curtiss, plant supervisor, train- 
@:. and safety, stated, “We have worked 
consistently to promote safety off-the-job in 
connection with our on-the-job safety pro- 
gram. We have conducted studies of off- 
the-job accidents since 1943. Summaries of 
these studies have been used by foremen in 
safety meetings or otherwise circulated 
among employees since 1946.” 

The accident summaries mentioned above 
go into great detail. A portion of one of 
them is quoted: 

“Falls in the home, especially on stairs, 
continue to be the greatest single cause 
of off-the-job lost time injuries. For the 
year 1949, Chicago area plant employees 
suffered 38 lost time injuries from home 
falls; during the first half of 1950, 29 such 
injuries have occurred. Let’s reduce the 
number of falls by special attention to 
firm, safe footing around the home.” 

The bulletin supports its suggestions for 
oes entine accidents with a statistical analy- 
sis of all off-the-job injuries for the quarter 

and with three pages of detailed descrip- 
tions of these accidents. A sampling follows: 

“Falls (10 cases—75 days). 

“Lost balance, fell from bottom step while 
descending stepladder—fractured elbow. 
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“Lost balance and fell while working on 
basement partition—injured back and hand. 


“Stumbled over rug and fell while aris- 
ing from bed to investigate a noise during 
the night—sprained toe. . . .” 


Enos Better, monthly calendar pads and 
posters, have depicted off-the-job safety 
suggestions or used subject matter appli- 
cable to both on and off-the-job situations 
several times during the year. 


Publications from other sources have 
been distributed to 8,000 plant employees 
from time to time, and each year posters 
and promotional literature are distributed 
for Fire Prevention Week. 


The Bell Telephone News publishes ar- 
ticles on home safety also from time to time. 


Each craftsman is given Red Cross First 
Aid training, reviewed every five years, and 
the text book is taken home by the em- 
ployees for reference and use. A chart for 
the home medicine chest, Home First Aid, 
was distributed to all employees in the 
company. Employees in learning about first 
aid seem to absorb a certain amount of 
information about the causes of accidents 
and acquire a consciousness of the serious- 
ness of accidents in the process. 


So with detailed studies of employee’s 
accidents, plus active instruction by fore- 
men and distribution of materials through- 
out the year, this plant continues to ring 
the bell for safety. 





























When the Wind 
Blows Free— 


When the wind blows free—that’s the 
time that kites go winging. It’s fun 7 
get out into a field and let her go. 

Go fly your kite, but do it safely— 

If you follow these suggestions. you 
can fly it to your heart’s content. know- 
ing that you’re doing it the safe way. 





Ly 1. Fly a kite in a level, open space, 
free from ditches or large stones. so you 
can get a good run. Stay away from 
te wires and trees. 

2. Don’t fly a kite in a street or high- 
way, and never run across a road to get 
a kite up. 

3. Never use a wire for a kite string 
or a cord that has tinsel or wire in it 
Be sure the cord isn’t wet. Wire or wet 
cord will conduct electricity if it sags 
or falls across a high voltage line. 

4. If your kite breaks free, let it go. 
You risk your life when you climb into 
a tree after your kite or try to get it 














from an overhead wire. 
5. Remember that it’s better to lose 
a kite than to lose your life. J 





HOME SAFETY SESSIONS 


There will be home safety sessions at the “Lead Poisoning in Young Children,” 
West Virginia state-wide safety conference, “Influence of Natural Gas and Manufac- 
April 18, Charleston, W. V.; at the North tured Gas on Health and Safety,” “Elemen- 
Carolina Annual Statewide Industrial Safety tary School Child Safety,” and “Teachin 
Conference, May 4-6, Asheville, N. C.; and Materials in Safety Education.” L3 
at the 25th Annual Eastern Pennsylvania 





Safety Conference, May 6-7, Easton, Penna. Participants are representatives of the Bal- 

At the Governor’s Safety-Health Confer- timore City Health Department, Consoli- 
ence and Exhibit in Baltimore, Maryland, dated Gas and Electric Company, Mont- 
May 9, the following school and home safety gomery County Public Schools, and the 
program will be presented: National Education Association. 
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Behind the Scenes 
with T. and T. 


A Eve Y. Binns 


ic Safety Supervisor 
Pacific a. = and Telegraph Company 
Los Angeles, Calif. 


CCIDENT PREVENTION has always been a 

part of every job in the Pacific Tele- 
phone and Telegraph Company, but it is an 
essential part of our whole life, whether 
at work, in the home, or on the street. 


In the Southern California area of Pacific 
Telephone, the traffic department is com- 
prised of an operating force of about 12,000 
women who are responsible for the opera- 
tion of the switchboards. Studies of acci- 
dents occurring among this group have 
revealed that our off-the-job accident rate 
is higher than our on-the-job rate. Most 
of the accidents that happen on the job are 
not necessarily related to our work, but 
are accidents that could happen any place. 
Therefore our program is two-fold in that 


a teach both on- and off-the-job safety. 


Much of our training centers around 
changing people’s attitudes toward accepting 
their personal responsibility for the preven- 
tion of accidents. Stress is placed on the 
importance of improving our seemingly 
indifferent attitude toward safety as com- 


pared with our more wholesome attitude 
of promoting health. 

In addition to teaching safety conscious- 
ness through the development of proper 
attitudes we have prepared a_ booklet, 
Accidents Don’t Pay, but People Do. This 
booklet reviews the human failures respon- 
sible for most off-the-job accidents. 

It covers home, child, pedestrian, and 
motor vehicle safety. Each page of the 
booklet tells a story in cartoon fashion 
accompanied by a rule or safety thought 
written in the form of a jingle. One hun- 
dred and twenty thousand booklets have 
been distributed to telephone employees 
throughout the United States. Thirty-one 
thousand have been issued along with train- 
ing to employees in all departments of the 
telephone company in southern California. 
Each new employee is given a copy when 
she is added to the payroll. Employees are 
urged to take their booklets home, and to 
share them with their family members and 
friends. In this way we hope to do our 
part to promote safety in the community. 





\ ae 





MAKE Prt 
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“BO YoU LOCK POISONS BEHIND 
A CUPBOARD pooR etuses 

HIGH ENOUGH SO CHILOREN 
ARE NOT TEMPTED TO EXPLORE? 
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; ~ 
WOULD ou SMOKE WHEN—SLEEPY 
OR EN IN YOUR BED ~ two cuts are reproduced 

ASH OF YOURSELF ? 
EASE USE YOUR HEAD/ 


Pages from a book. These 


from a booklet published by 

the Pacific Telephone and 

Telegraph Company en- 

titled, Accidents Don't Pay, 
but People Do. 
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CANNING TIPS 


ERE ARE TEN steps for pressure canning 
with safety: 

1. Have your canner checked each year 
by a qualified agency such as your local 
dealer, utility company, etc., and when 
using the canner, follow manufacturer’s 
instructions specifically while processing. 

2. Be sure petcock, safety valve and 
pressure gauge openings are clean. 

3. With correct amount of water in can- 
ner, place jars on rack so that they do not 


Left: lift far side first 
to allow steam to es- 
cape away from face. 
Right: remove jars with 
tongs grasping jar by 
neck, not by metal cap. 


Left: wait for pressure to fall to zero before 
opening canner. Right: open petcock gradually. 


touch each other or the sides of the canner 
to allow for steam circulation. 

4. Fasten lid securely. 

5. Open petcock and allow 
escape for ten minutes. Close petcock and 
let pressure rise to recommended number 
of pounds. Then adjust heat to keep pres- 
sure steady. 

6. When processing is finished, move can- 
ner from heat and wait for pressure to 
fall to zero before touching or openin 
petcock. 

7. After pressure has fallen to zero, open 
petcock gradually and let the steam escape 
slowly. 

8. Leave cover on canner until no more 
steam comes out. Then be sure to lift 


steam to 
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far side first to let remaining steam escape 
away from face. 

9. Use tongs to remove jars from canner 
grasping jar with tongs by the neck not by 
the metal cap. 

10. Place hot jars on wooden rack or 
layers of toweling keeping them away from 
drafts to avoid sudden changes in tem- 


e" which may cause breakage. 


JUNE PROGRAM 
Preserving Foods 


RESSURE CANNING as such is only one 

phase of the content of a program on 
food preservation. Other phases include the 
various other methods of canning and freez- 
ing. Certain steps prior to the preservation 
process involve standard cooking safety pro- 
cedures. Also, what to do to prevent food 
spoilage and how to determine whether 
there is spoilage when food is to be used 
may be included in the program. 

The N.S.C. leaflet, It?s Done According to 
Hoyle, Home Canning without Accidents, 

ives further information as well as various 

vooklets put out by the U. S. Department 
of Agriculture. Your local health depart- 
ment can be of help, also your local home 
demonstration agent. 

Picture stories for the local papers can be 
developed, radio homemaking programs 
can be enlisted, and if you have a TV sta- 
tion, perhaps the process can be depicted 
during one of its programs. 

A special effort to point up the safety 
angle can be made during home economics 
classes in schools which devote some time 
to the canning processes. 

In some communities groups gather in 
churches or schools to use equipment for 
home canning. Suggest that someone be 
made responsible for checking the canning 
equipment prior to the season. In each 
canning session someone should be held re- 
sponsible for checking the cleanliness of 


@«: and so forth before processing. 


Perhaps someone could place the safety 
rules necessary for these sessions in a prom- 
inent place for all to follow, too. 

A local utility company home economist 
or demonstration agent may be able to give 
demonstration lectures for clubs—have the 
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club meet in a kitchen (perhaps at a utility 
company demonstration kitchen) where the 
process may be run through. Have all nee- 
essary equipment on hand. It isn’t neces- 
sary, however, to can actual food for these 
sessions. In large communities, perhaps the 
demonstration agents can train a group of 
people to give these demonstrations to vari- 
ous club groups. 


FOR THE BATHTUB 








In the bathtub illustrated above treads 
have been installed which, the manufac- 
turer states, give a non-slip section to the 
tub to stand up on, and would apply to tub 
and shower facilities anywhere. They are 
currently sold for hotels, hospitals, ete. 


FILMS 


DON’T BE LIQUIDATED. 16 mm. sound- 
slide. 15 minutes. Zurich-American Insur- 
ance Company. 

With a combination of cartoon drawings 
and photographs of accident situations, the 
film deals with hazardous liquids both on 
the job and in the home. Takes up flam- 
mable liquids, carbon tetrachloride, paints, 
various other liquids used in home paint- 
ing, poisons from the medicine chest. 


CLOSE SHAVES. 16 mm. sound-slide. 15 
minutes. Zurich-American Insurance Co. 
Mostly industrial, the film stresses the im- 

portance of correcting situations where near 

accidents occur, using the theme, “Near 
accidents are symptoms.” 
The home sequence shows an evening in 

a typical home where two or three “close 

shaves” occur. 





JUST OUT! 


Home Safety Program Kit 


Home Safety Blueprint for Community Action 


Are You Safety Conscious ? 


HE HOME SAFETY Program Kit has 

heen completely revised and enlarged. 
Bigger, more detailed, with materials es- 
pecially designed for certain groups, it is 
intended to do a more effective job than 
the one first published three years ago. 

This kit contains special materials for 
health departments designed to aid the de- 
partment just entering the home safety field 
and to show how the official agency can co- 
operate with the volunteer agency for a 
well-rounded community-wide program. 

The kit also contains special materials for 
clubs such as a skit, quiz contest, sugges- 
tions for exhibits, and a suggested club 
meeting program. 

Among other materials in the kit are 
leaflets, sample radio and news _ releases, 
posters, a detailed planning guide for start- 
ing and continuing a program as well as 
for measuring results. 

This kit is especially helpful for home 
safety committees, health departments, safety 
councils, P.T.A’s, home economists and 
safety engineers who take part in the com- 








munity program, women’s clubs, men’s serv- 
ice groups, etc. Single packets $1.10. 

The Home Safety Blueprint for Commu- 
nity Action is a direct result of the long- 
range program developed by the Home 
Safety Conference last year. It is an excel- 
lent introduction to the general objectives 
and basic program plans in home sale 
It lists suggested projects and a wide vari- 
ety of interest groups which may be brought 
into the program. Single copy free on re- 
quest to N.S.C. Quantity prices on request. 

Are You Safety Conscious?, pert, bright 
colored, a new twist on an old theme—a 
checklist with some life. It replaces the 
Checklist for Home Safety. Prices: 1 to 9 
copies, $.03; 10 to 99, $.012; 100 to 999, 
$.009; and 1,000 or more $.006. 


ELECTRICAL CORD SAFETY KIT 


A kit of materials designed as an aid to 
educate the public on the importance of safe 
electrical cords has been published by the 
public relations committee, International 


Association of Electrical Inspectors. The 
material was prepared by the Safe Electrical 
Cord Committee. Write to home safety divi- 
sion, National Safety Council, for a free kit. 
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